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Quiz:  
10 Questions Every Ally Educator Should Answer 

1. Can you name an undocumented or DACA-mented student enrolled at your school? 

2. Can you name an undocumented or DACA-mented student who has graduated from your 

institution? 

3. Can you name 3 scholarships available to Dreamers or DACA-mented students (National, 

regional, state-wide or local)? 

4. 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅκǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻǊ 5!/!-mented 

students? 

5.  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀƛŘ κ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ 

students? Do you allow them to apply? 

6.  Do you know ho how  to support a citizen/eligible non-citizen child of an undocumented 

immigrant parent through the financial aid process? 

7. /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƴŀƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǎǘŀŦŦκŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƎƻ ǘƻέ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

immigrant student support including undocumented or DACA-mented students? 

8. Can undocumented immigrants access GED/Adult Basic Education programs at your agency / in 

your state? 

9. Can you name the undocumented youth-led organization or immigrant rights organization in 

your community or state? 

10. What is your immigrant student success rate?  Is your institution measuring enrollment, 

retention and graduation rates of immigrant students / undocumented students? 



Status 101:  Definitions of common 
immigration status  

Undocumented 

Dreamer 

DACA 

DACA-mented 

Mixed Status Family 

U-Visa 

T-Visa 

International Student  

Refugee 

Asylee 

LPR: Legal Permanent 
Resident 

TPS 

 



Intersectionality of Identities 

  



No reliable estimation 
regarding the number of 
undocumented immigrant 
youth in Kentucky.  

DACA Statistics as of 
August 2013 for KY: 

Å 2,118 applications have 
been accepted from KY 

Å 1,633 individuals have 
been approved for DACA 

 

Approx. 2.5 million total 
undocumented youth 

80,000 become 18 years 
of age each year 

65,000 graduate 
from HS each year 

5-10% enroll 
in college 
each year 

1-3% graduate 
college 



http://unitedwedream.org/about/projects/education-deep/


Current Political Context for Immigrant Students  

DREAM under Senate Bill ñS.744ò   
 

DREAM under House Proposal 
ñKids Actò  
 

Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA)  

Passed on June 27, 2013 
 

In conversation:  
 

Program announced on June 15, 2012 
by U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security 
 

 
No age gap  
 

Proposed to have an age gap 
 

$465 filing fee (biometrics and 
application)  
 

Five years to citizenship  
 

Only for students who meet the chosen 
qualifications  
 

Protected from deportation for 2 years  

DACA streamlining  
 

No pathway for citizenship for parents  
 

Subject to renewal 

Allows some deported Dreamerôs to 
return to U.S. on RPI status  
 

Longer pathway to citizenship for 
Dreamerôs 
 

Provided with a  work authorization 
permit. allows  grantees to apply for  
SSN# 
 

Access to loans and work study  
 

 Establishes lawful presence 

Dreamers not required to pay fines  
 

In some states  drivers licenses are 
granted 

Lenient expectation to higher Ed. 
 



DACA Qualifications 
Age 

ÅCame to U.S. 
before 16th 
birthday 

ÅMust also be 
at least 15 
years or older  
unless you 
are currently 
in removal 
proceedings 
or have a 
final removal 
or voluntary 
departure 
order 

Å< age of 31 as 
of June 15, 
2012 

 

Residence 

ÅContinuously 
resided in 
U.S. since 
June 15, 
2007, up to 
the present 
time   

ÅPhysically 
present in 
U.S. on June 
15, 2012 & 
when 
requesting 
consideration 
of deferred 
action w/ 
USCIS 

Entrance 

ÅEntered 
without 
inspection 
before June 
15, 2012  

-OR- 

ÅLawful 
immigration 
status expired 
as of June 15, 
2012 

Education 

ÅCurrently in 
school 

 -OR- 

ÅHigh school 
diploma 

 -OR- 

ÅObtained 
GED  

-OR- 

ÅHonorably 
discharged 
veteran of 
the U.S. 
Coast Guard 
or Armed 
Forces 

Background 

ÅNo felonies 

Åbƻ άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
misdemeanors
έ 

Å< 3 other 
misdemeanors 

Åά5ƻƴΩǘ ǇƻǎŜ ŀ 
threat to 
national 
security or 
public  



DACA 1 Year Anniversary  

 
· 537,662 applications were accepted for 

review between August 2012 and June 30, 2013 
¹  Nearly 75 percent (400,562) were approved 
¹ 1 percent (5,383) were denied  

 
· Of the 1.9 million DACA -eligible 

population  
¹ 57% (1.09 million) currently meet DACAôs 

age and education criteria 
¹ 22% (423,000) meets the age requirements, 

but not education requirements  
¹ 21% (392,000) are children who could be 

eligible once they turn 15 

 
 

Ally practitioners have the potential of 
serving and ensuring that 815,000 

(43%) of the 1.9 million 
undocumented immigrants who 

would benefit from DACA, benefit!  



DACAôs 1 Year 
Anniversary  

Å Reasons why youth have not have applied to DACA  

Å Lack of information or misinformation about the 
program 

Å Accessing adult education and other qualifying 
education programs; 

Å Lack of educational enrollment  

Å Rural communities -transportation  

Å Lack of funds for the $465 application fee 

Å Proof of continuous presence-school records 

 

 

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=f2ef2f19470f7310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=f2ef2f19470f7310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD


Resources for 
DACA  

Å Text "OWNIT" to 877877  

Å www.weownthedream.org 

(online screening tool)  

Å (855) DREAM-31 

 

Å DACA Fee 
ñScholarshipsò 
http ://www.dreamactivist.org/de
ferred-action/daca-scholarship/  

 

 

 

http://www.dreamactivist.org/deferred-action/daca-scholarship/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0ksJleXiS4


DACA/Worker Rights:  
A process of transition  
Before DACA 

 

Some  worked with fake SSN# 

ÅSome were afraid of standing 
up to workplace discrimination 
etc. due to fear of 
deportation/job loss  

ÅNo real job security 

ÅLimited job opportunities  

ÅSome couldnôt obtain a state 
ID or drivers license 

ÅFiled taxes with ITIN  

ÅCould have been using a 
different name  

 

DACAmented 

ÅAlignment of name, SSN#, and 
no fear of deportation (self)  

ÅQuestions on how to fill out:  

ÅW-9, W-4, I-9 forms 

ÅWhat is included/does it mean 
to have health/benefits? 

ÅStarting or transferring credit 
history to new SSN# 

ÅApplying for a Credit Card (s) 

ÅWhat are my workerôs rights? 

ÅApplying for: driverôs license, 
insurance, private loans 

 



Transition: DACA Resources 

Comparison of Benefits and Rights 
based on immigration status:  

Åhttp://e4fc.org/images/E4FC_Benefits
ComparisonChart.pdf  

Health Care for DACA grantees-NILC 
(PDF) 
http://www.nilc.org/acadacafaq.html  

ÅGot DACA, now what? 
http://www.e4fc.org/images/E4FC_GO
TDACA.pdf 

ÅDACA and Workplace Rights: 
http://www.nilc.org/dacaworkplaceright
s.html  

 

http://e4fc.org/images/E4FC_BenefitsComparisonChart.pdf
http://e4fc.org/images/E4FC_BenefitsComparisonChart.pdf
http://e4fc.org/images/E4FC_BenefitsComparisonChart.pdf
http://www.nilc.org/acadacafaq.html
http://www.nilc.org/acadacafaq.html
http://www.e4fc.org/images/E4FC_GOTDACA.pdf
http://www.e4fc.org/images/E4FC_GOTDACA.pdf
http://www.e4fc.org/images/E4FC_GOTDACA.pdf
http://www.e4fc.org/images/E4FC_GOTDACA.pdf
http://www.nilc.org/dacaworkplacerights.html
http://www.nilc.org/dacaworkplacerights.html
http://www.nilc.org/dacaworkplacerights.html


CAUTION! Understanding DACA  

Å DACA is not the 
DREAM Act.  

Å It is not a law.   

Å DACA recipients 
cannot get federal or 
state financial aid.  

Å DACA is temporary 
(2 years) and may be 
renewed so long as 
the program is not 
eliminated.  

Å In KY, DACA 
recipients can get a 
driverôs license* 

Å Ineligible for 
Medicaid, CHIP, and 
ACA benefits. 

 

 



Access to higher education in KY  

Per CPE policy KRS 
13:0245 Section 8: 

An undocumented 
student who graduates 
from a Kentucky high 
school can enroll at 
Kentucky 
colleges/universities as 
in -state residents for 
tuition purposes.  

Undocumented students 
and DACA-mented 
students are not eligible 
for KEES, CAP or any 
other state financial aid.  

They may be eligible for 
institutional 
scholarships 

 



Undocumented 
Students 

Practitioner 
Allies 

Community 
Partners 

Ally Network Collective Goals:  
1) Educational Equality 
2) Legislative Reform 
3) Raise Consciousness & Awareness 
4) Develop Resources 

Role of Community Partners  
Å Leverage community 

resources not under 
institutional guidelines 

Å Provide direct services and 
advising 

 

Role of Undocumented Students  
Å Hold institutions accountable 
Å Counter narratives & student representation 
Å Student activism and organizing 

Role of Practitioner 
Allies  
Å Leverage their social 

and professional roles 
to advocate 
educational resources 
for undocumented 
students 

Å Counsel/encourage 
student goals  

Source: Chuan-Ru Chen, A., 
Doctoral Candidate, UCLA 
Department of Education  


