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ñCommunity colleges are the obvious 
staging grounds for trying to close many 
of the gaps in American lifeéThey can 
close the gap between the immigrant 

promise and the immigrant experience 
by integrating new Americans into our 

national life.ò
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National Commission on Community Colleges, 2008.
Winning the skills race and strengthening Americaôs middle 
class:  An action agenda for community colleges. New York, 
The College Board



¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ
·Overview of immigrant students in U.S.

·Challenges faced by students & community colleges

·Successful initiatives

·CCCIE: Who are we?

·How can community colleges support each other?

·Recommendations/suggestions

·Discussion/Questions & Answers
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37.5 Million Immigrants in 2006:
12.5 % of US Population

Source:53 #ÅÎÓÕÓ "ÕÒÅÁÕȭÓ ÄÁÔÁȠ !ÎÁÌÙÓÅÓ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ -ÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÏÌÉÃÙ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 5ÒÂÁÎ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȢ
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More States Feel the Impact of Immigration:
Largest and Fastest -Growing Immigrant States
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37.5 Million Foreign Born in 2006

Legal permanent
residents (LPRs)
28%

Legal temporary 
residents
3%

Naturalized citizens
31%

Refugees
7%

Unauthorized migrants
30%

Immigrants in the U.S.

Source: Urban Institute estimates.
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Who are community college immigrant 
students?

·Community colleges enroll almost half of all U.S. undergrads
·24% of credit students come from an immigrant background
·As important as credit classes, are the non-credit classes 

offered by community colleges:
¹Adult Basic Education
¹ESL
¹Computer skills
¹Civics Education & Citizenship Centers
¹Family Literacy
¹Work Force Training and VESL
¹College degree or certificate
¹Self- improvement
¹Assistance with credentialing foreign education
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Challenges facing immigrant students
·Difficulty gaining access to higher education

·Financial constraints

·Limited English proficiency

·Limited formal education

·Differences in culture/ expectations

·Family/work responsibilities

·Difficulty with credentialing experience/education from 
their home countries

·Minimal access to career pathways from ESL to job skills to 
employment

·Issues of documentation for approx 30% of immigrants
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Challenges facing community colleges
·Rethink  how we meet immigrant population where they 

are; not by our current standards
·Responding to varying levels and needs of LEP and 

remediation
·Creating career pathways that overlap ESL and workforce 

training ɀminimizing completion time when possible
·Developing new funding mechanisms to assist in tuition 

and program expenses
·Proper assessment of skills and strengths of immigrant 

population and appropriate programs to fill in the gaps
·Fostering a climate within the college and the community 

that recognizes the importance of this work  

American Association of Community Colleges



Successful Programs & Strategies
·Washington State Board for Community & Technical 

Colleges ɀSuccess in Data Gathering and Assessment

·Pima Community College ɀRecruiting a Diverse 
Faculty

·Westchester Community College

·The Gateway Center ɀȰ! 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ -ÉÎÄȱ
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3ÔÕÄÙ ÔÒÁÃËÅÄ έίȟΪΪΪ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÁÇÅ ÁÄÕÌÔ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÏ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ #4#ȭÓ 
with high school education or less, or non-English-speaking

6 years after college start, the highest value-added for work success

ü1 year + credential gives futureearnings bump:

Å= $7,000 more per year for ESL students 

Å= $8,500 more per year for an ABE student 

Å= $2,700 and $1,700 more per year (respectively) for 
workforce students entering with a GED or HSD only 

üJobs that need 1 year college level credit + credential are among 
those in greatest demand

Economic attainment:1 year of college level credits + a 
credentialis the tipping pointfor students needing to 
find career pathways
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ü 8 out of 10 ABE/ESL = modest skills gains, at best 
ÅÁÒÎ Á '%$ ȣ ÂÕÔ ÇÏ ÎÏ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ 

ü 7 out of 10 workforce and transfer students who 
enter with GED ɀleave with less (many, a lot 
less) than 1 year of college and no credential 

ü 2 out of 3 who enter with high school diploma ɀ
also leave with less (some, a lot less) than 1 year 
of college and no credential

Up and down the Educational Pipeline, the 2-yr 
system is hemorrhaging working age adults 
with high school education or less, or ESL
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Entering Classes: 

Almost 1/3 of every new entering class is 
made up of  prime working age (25-49) -
with HSDs or less or non-English speaking.
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üPairs a basic skills instructor 
with a professional-technical 
instructor in the same classroom 
at the same time

üProvides academic and 
workforce skills that lead to a 
living wage job on a viable  
career path

What is I-BEST ?
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üOpportunity Grants program

üOut of School Youth I-BEST

üWorkplace Basics I-BEST

üStudent Achievement Initiative

How does I-BEST fit with other initiatives for 
low-income workers ?
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